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LESSON XVIII. 
Acts IV. 1-381. 


Tue last lesson related to the cure by 
Peter of a man lame from his birth, and the 
Apostle’s address to the astonished multi- 
tude that’ gathered about the man when 
they saw that he was healed. The address, 
by laying stress on the resurrection of 
Christ, gave particular offence to the Sad- 
ducees. The priests also were offended ; 
and, in the midst of his speech, Peter and 
John, his almost constant companion, were 
seized by the captain of the temple and 
put in prison until the next day. They 
were then brought before the sanhedrim, 
and questioned concerning the miracle that 
had been performed. : 

1. The Boldness of Peter. The moral 
courage shown by Peter on this occasion is 
worthy of notice. A few weeks before, 
probably not more than six or seven, he 
had boasted to his Master of courage, 
had said to him, ‘‘ Though all men should 
deny thee, yet will I never deny thee,” yet, 
when it came to the test, denied three 
times in succession that he knew him. Now, 
he makes no boast of courage, but calmly 
preaches the truth, that the Jews by falsely 
accusing Jesus had put him to death, that 
God had raised him from the dead, and 
that it was needful for them to repent, if 
they would be forgiven. He works mira- 
cles in the name of his despised Master, 
yet, when he is seized and brought before 
the sanhedrim, preaches the same doctrines 
with the same calmness, claims that by the 
name of Jesus the man that was lame 
stands before them whole, and that by the 
same name all must be saved. How are 
we to account for the change in Peter, 


which we must infer from the description 
of him in the third Gospel, compared with 
the description of him in the Acts by the 
same author? In the one case, timid, 
vacillating, and false; in the other, bold, 
firm, and true. We can account for it in 
only two ways: by the genuine repentance 
that followed his fearful wickedness at the 
trial of Jesus, and by the larger measure 
of the Holy Spirit that since had been 
poured into his heart. He had fallen into 
a dreadful sin; but he not only ‘‘ went out 
and wept bitterly,” he heartily resolved to 
reform, and earnestly carried out his reso- 
lution. Like many men since, when he 
saw the depth to which he had fallen, he 
determined, with God’s help, to rise again. 
He watched, prayed, and fought against the 
sin which beset him, and came off con- 
querer. Perhaps repentance alone would 
account for the difference between Peter 
on the eve of the Passover, and Peter in 
circumstances equally trying just subse- 
quent to the Pentecost. But the other 
cause is not to be overlooked. The Holy 
Spirit had descended on all the Apostles 
anew and in greater abundance, and taught 
them how and what to speak when brought 
into the synagogues, and before magis- 
trates and powers. They were bold to 
carry on the work of their ascended Lord, 
because his promise and prediction con- 
cerning them had been fulfilled. 

2. Salvation. Peter concludes his re- 
ply by saying, in allusion to Jesus, that 
**there is none other name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” It is contended by some, that the 
salvation here referred to is temporal de- 
liverance ; and that the meaning of Peter is 
that by no other name than that of Jesus 
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could such miracles be performed as that. 
by which the lame man was healed. We 
doubt whether this thought was prominent 
We believe that he seized 
the occasion to try to carry the minds of 
his hearers from the physical deliverance 
conferred on the cripple to the still greater 
deliverance conferred on those who accept 
the religion of Christ, —that he referred 
not merely to the temporal salvation of the 
body, but to the eternal salvation of the 
soul. 

Since salvation is frequently alluded to 
in the New Testament, a leading theme in 
all Christian churches, and a matter of 
vital importance to every soul, it will be 
well for teachers to dwell on it a few min- 
utes in their classes. There are at least 
three views of salvation worthy of notice: 
That of the Roman Catholic, who claims 
that salvation comes by the church; that of 
the Evangelical Christian, who claims that 
it comes by faith in the vicarious atone- 
ment; and that of the Unitarian Christian, 
who claims that it comes by character. 
The first says that we are saved by enter- 
ing the one true church, and submitting to 
her authority; the second, that we are 
saved by accepting Christ’s righteousness 
as a substitute for our own, and relying on 
his merits; the third, that we are saved 
so far, and only so far, as we are Christ- 
like. According to the first of these views, 
Christ is the great sacrifice for sin, and the 
great head of the church, although he has 
conferred on the church power ‘to bind 
and to loose on earth and in heaven,” so that 
there can be no salvation outside her fold; 
according to the second, Christ is the great 
substitute who has suffered in the sinner’s 
stead, and the latter is saved by trusting 
implicitly in the vicarious sacrifice he has 
made for him; according to the third, 
Christ is the one perfect teacher and ex- 
ample whom the world has seen, and we 
are saved by receiving his doctrines, obey- 
ing his precepts, and gaining his spirit. 

This last view we believe to be the 
reasonable, Scriptural, and true one. We 


in his mind. 
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believe,, also, that in accordance with this 
view Christ is as essentially the author of 
salvation as in accordance with either of 
the others, that the Unitarian Christian, as 
truly as any, can say of him, ‘“ Neither is 
there salvation in any other;” for what 
doctrines or precepts are there in the world 
adequate to make men in the highest de- 
gree holy and happy, except what are felt 
and acknowledged to be Christian? To 
try to raise men from sin to holiness by a 
method not Christian, would be like trying 
to rear vegetation in some other light than 
that of the sun. 

3. The Decision of the Sanhedrim, and 
the Reply of the Apostles. The rulers were 
astonished at the self-possession and intelli- 
gence shown by these two Galileans of 
humble rank, and unfamiliar with rabbini- 
cal learning. Their astonishment was the 
greater, because the man who had been 
forty years a cripple stood before them 
whole, by the Apostles’ instrumentality. 
‘They recognized them as men who had 
accompanied Jesus during his ministry. 
They sent them out of their presence a 
little while, and, perplexed as well as as- 
tonished, asked one another what should 
be done with them. Their conclusion was, 
that they would command them not to 
preach the fanatical heresy of Jesus more, 
and, if possible, frighten them into obedi- 
ence by threats. The Apostles were called 
in, and commanded to desist from the 
course they had pursued. Undaunted by 
the dignitaries before whom they stood, 
they replied, Peter undoubtedly speaking 
for both: ‘* Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For we can- 
not but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard.” Here they took their 
stand. They were sure that the Gospel 
came through Christ from God; and that 
God had set them apart to proclaim that 
Gospel, and nothing but death could seal 
their lips. 

Men often have been called to act on the 
principle laid down by the Apostles, that 


the law of God is supreme. 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


No church, 
state, or person, has rightful control over 
the conscience. If we are sure that God 
commands a thing, we ought to obey him ; 
and it is well if we feel, like Peter and 
John, that we must obey him. The words 
of the Apostles, which we have presented 
as the Golden Text, form the basis for an 
excellent practical lesson. The teacher 
can allude to the duty of obeying God 
rather than men, when the commands of 
the latter conflict with those of the former, 
mention cases where men have chosen to 
obey God, rather than men, and show the 
need of an enlightened conscience, as a 
safeguard against fanaticism and various 
forms of mistaken conduct. 

4. Peter and John released. No doubt 
the members of the sanhedrim were indig- 
nant at the determination which the two 
Apostles expressed to obey God rather 
than them; but to try them on this charge 


- would have been the height of imprudence, 


so they adhered to the decision they al- 
ready had formed to let them go. Peter 
and John returned to those with whom 
they were in intimate fellowship; and, after 
reporting what had occurred, all with one 
accord praised God for their deliverance, 
and besought continued illumination and 
courage to proclaim the word. The divine 
response came in twofold form. The place 
where they were assembled was shaken, 
and the Holy Spirit was conferred anew. 

Norrs. IV. 2. Being grieved. Not only 
grieved but indignant. — Preached through 
Jesus the resurrection of the dead. In 
Jesus an example was afforded of rising 
from the dead. If he rose, then why 
might not all men rise? If one case of 
rising from the dead was clearly made out, 
the doctrine of the Sadducees, ‘‘ that there 
is no resurrection,” was overthrown. 

3. In hold. In prison. 

4. The word. The Gospel message which 
Peter proclamed. — And the number of the 
men was about five thousand. Not that 
about five thousand became believers on 
this occasion, but that the whole number 
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was about five thousand. Probably the 
term ‘‘men” is designed here to compre- 
hend both men and women; for the latter 
received the Gospel as well as the former; 
and there is no reason in this instance why 
one of the sexes should be named to the 
exclusion of the other. 

11. The Head of the Corner. Noyes 
says ‘¢a corner-stone.” An illustration from 
architecture is employed. The stone which 
the Jews had rejected as unfit for use the 
Great Master-Builder had put in the most 
conspicuous place. 

13. Unlearned and ignorant men. By 
unlearned, we are to understand that they 
were not familiar with the traditions and 
explanations which had been accumulating 
for ages around the Mosaic code, and in 
which the doctors of the law were so well 
versed. They were familiar with the Jew- 
ish Scriptures, and able to produce writ- 
ings which have found their way into canon 
of the New Testament, and edified millions 
of souls. Noyes says ‘‘ common,” instead 
of ‘‘ignorant.” ‘* Private,” or ‘* obscure,” 
is a good translation. The meaning is, that 
they were not in stations recognized as 
public or official by the sanhedrim. — 
Took knowledge. Recognized. — That they 
had been with Jesus. That they were his 
companions and adherents. 

17, 18. Straightly threaten. Literally, 
‘Threaten them with a threat.” Noyes 
has it, ‘t Strictly forbid them with threats.” 
— Not to speak at all, nor teach in the 
name of Jesus. To teach in the name of 
Jesus was to teach the religion of Jesus, 
including its facts, such as his Messiahship, 
crucifixion, and resurrection; and its doe- 
trines, such as the need of repentance, and 
faith in him. 

20. Have seen and heard. Saw and 
heard, i.e. when they were with him. 

23. They went to their own company. To 
their own friends, or associates, in the 
faith, — either the Apostles, or a larger 
company. — The chief priests and elders. 
A phrase used here to designate the san- 
hedrim. 
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24. They lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord. Not that all prayed audibly 
at the same time, but that one uttered the 
prayer, and all others heartily and devoutly 
united. Their faith, cause, sufferings, and 
hopes were one; and there was a concert 
of hearts, if not of voices, when praise for 
deliverance was offered in the words of the 
second psalm; and a petition for fresh 
courage to preach the truth was added to 
their praise. What if those few unlearned 
and obscure men had seen the grand con- 
sequences that would follow the moral vic- 
tory that had been gained! What if Peter 
and John had yielded to the commands and 
threats of the sanhedrim, and timidly said, 
‘* We will turn a deaf ear to the voice 
within, that we may conciliate you!” 

Rererences. On Peter, see Green- 
wood’s ‘* Lives of the Apostles;” also, 
Bible Dictionaries. On Salvation, see the 
chapter on ‘* The Five Theoretic Modes of 
Salvation,” in Alger’s ‘‘ History of the 
Doctrine of a Future Life,” pp. 550-466 ; 
** Jesus the Saviour,” in ‘‘ Works of H. 
Ware, Jr.,” Vol. IV. Sermon V.; Met- 
calf’s ‘* Letter and Spirit,” Lecture LX. 


LESSON XIX. 
Neng TV. 327—iV 716: 


Tue last lesson contained an account of 
the arrest of Peter and John by the cap- 
tain of the temple, at the instigation of the 
priests and Sadducees, who were grieved 
and indignant at what they did and taught; 
of their being held in custody until the fol- 
lowing day, and then brought before the 
sanhedrimn for trial; of the bold reply of 
Peter, and his declaration that we cannot 
be saved except by receiving and practis- 
ing the principles taught by Christ; of the 
consultation among the members of the 
sanhedrim as to what should be done with 
the two Apostles; of their decision to for- 
bid them with threats to teach the new 
religion; of the reply of Peter and John 
that they must hearken to God rather than 
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men; of their release and return to their 
own company; of the united praise for 
their deliverance, and prayer for continued 
steadfastness; and of the response which 
came from heaven, shaking the place where 
they were assembled and filling their hearts 
with the Holy Spirit. 

The present lesson gives a marked exam- 
ple of Christian fellowship and love, and 
one equally marked of human baseness. 

We read that the Christian believers in 
Jerusalem ‘‘ were of one heart, and of one 
soul; neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he possessed was his 
own; but they had all things common.” 
‘Neither was there any among them that 
lacked: for as many as were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, And 
laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and 
distribution was made unto every man 
according as he had necd.” 

Let us consider three points: 1. What 
this state of things was; 2. What motives 
led to it; 3. What results followed it. 
1. It does not appear that the early Chris- 
tians in Jerusalem were compelled to put 
all or any of their property into the com- 
mon fund. The Apostles set up no claim 
to be the keepers or dispensers of what 
converts to their religion possessed. What 
these brought to them was of their 
own choice. It does not appear that it 
was the custom for every one to sell every 
thing he had, and give the proceeds to the 
Apostles. No doubt the majority kept 
something for themselves, although not 
claiming it as their own, but placing it at 
the disposal of the Apostles, if required 
for those in want. They put a large share 
of what they had into the charity fund, and 
said that nothing was their own if a poor 
brother or sister needed it more. Every 
thing was laid at the apostles’ feet, if they 
had occasion to use it. 

2. The strongest motive to this generous 
conduct was Christian love. In the first 
glow of the new faith and life these early 
believers had received, brotherhood was 
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every thing, self nothing. To provide for 
the stranger, if a brother in Christ, seemed 
as imperative as to provide for wife and 
children. The desire was that none should 
lack; that all should fare alike. 

It is thought by some that another motive 
led these early believers to give up their 
possessions so readily, —their confident 
expectation that Christ would come again 
shortly, and establish a new order of things. 
Doubtless, this expectation prevailed in the 
primitive church, and influenced the con- 
duct of its members; but it is by no means 
certain that the five thousand believers in 
Jerusalem had adopted this opinion, when 
they laid their money at the feet of the 
Apostles. It does not appear that the 
second coming of Christ within a short 
time had been then preached publicly, or 
that it had become a motive to belief or 
conduct. Nor does it appear to the con- 
trary. It may be that they had adopted 
the opinion that Christ would soon re- 
appear, and the fashion of this world pass 
away, and that they said within themselves, 
‘‘ Why, if such is to be the case, should we 
acquire property for years to come? Why 
should we hold what we have with so firm 
a grasp? Why should any brother have 
less than his proportion of this world’s 
goods?” 

3. Whatever the motives that led to 
this course, the results that followed were 
not such as to commend it to the early 
Christians outside Jerusalem, nor to us. 
In less than five years after it was adopted, 
some in the church were murmuring against 
others, ‘‘ because their widows were neg- 
glected in the daily ministration.” The 
Apostles had found the task imposed on 
them too burdensome, and were asking to 
be released from it, that they might give 
all their time to preaching the word; and 
seven deacons were appointed to distribute 
the fund as they might think there was 
need. About twenty years later, there 
were collections ‘for the poor saints in 
Jerusalem ;” money was taken there from 
Corinth by Paul; and may we not infer 
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that they had put too large a share of 
their property into the common fund, and 
that it had not been husbanded with suf- 
ficient care? We do not find that the 
other early churches followed the example 
of that in Jerusalem. No doubt Christian 
love was as strong among their members, 
and they believed, at least, as firmly that 
Christ soon would reappear on earth and 
establish a new order of things; but they 
had learned that the course pursued by 
the church in Jerusalem was not wise. 

We come now to one of the dark scenes 
which the New Testament presents, — the 
fearful sin and sudden death of Ananias and 
Sapphira. 

Of what were they guilty? Let us re- 
call their case, and see! While the early 
Christians in Jerusalem, moved by Chris- 
tian love, were selling their possessions and 
putting the price at the disposal of the 
Apostles, here were two persons conspir- 
ing together to sell theirs, and ca:ry a part 
of the price to the Apostles and pretend 
that it was the whole. They wanted, while 
serving Mammon, to appear to serve God. 
They were anxious to get credit for as 
great benevolence as others, were showing. 
They were careful to keep something in 
reserve, in case the religion of Jesus should 
prove a failure, and his followers be dis- 
persed. They had neither the faith, be- 
nevolence, nor devotion to the Christian 
cause which they professed. They were 
guilty of hypocrisy, — one of the darkest 
sins, —and of deliberate falsehood without 
provocation. 

Their puniskment was instant death. The 
most natural inference is that it was miracu- 
lously brought about, and that Peter was 
an instrument in the hands of God for its 
accomplishment. Had Ananias alone fallen 
dead at Peter’s rebuke, there would have 
been little occasion to suppose a miracle. 
Events equally wonderful, and even similar, 
have taken place in the ordinary course 
of nature. But when it is added that 
Sapphira died shortly after in the same way, 
and in harmony with Peter’s prediction, to 
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suppose a miracle becomes almost a neces- 
sity. 
But why should these two human beings, 


bo more guilty, after all, than thousands of 


others, be thus stricken down? Can we 
believe that such a miracle occurred, and 
yet believe in the perfect wisdom and good- 
ness of God? Is not this account too 
dreadful to be received as true? We reply 
that it is no more dreadful, unjust, perplex- 
ing, or inconsistent with what we know of 
God’s character, than numberless things that 
occur in his universe, and under his direction. 
Ananias and Sapphira deserved a punishment 
as severe as that which befell them. This 
fact is not altered by the one, that thousands 
of others deserve it and do not receive it in 
the same way. They were also sure to be 
punished at some time, and in some way as 
severely as they deserved. That they were 
punished by sudden death is no evidence 
that they were worse punished than they 
would have been, had their lives been pro- 
_longed for years. We have no right to 
say, for we have no ground for saying, that 
the punishment inflicted on them was more 
severe or dreadful than that which, sooner 
or later, in this life or the next, overtakes 
every liar and every hypocrite. It was not 
so much to take vengeance on the guilty 
pair that this double miracle was wrought, 
as to warn others against the sin into which 
they had fallen. It had this effect. ‘* Great 
fear came upon all the church, and upon 
as many as heard these things.” It was 
essential that the church, during its first 
years at least, should be kept free from 
hypocrisy ; and, if the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira in the way described served this 
purpose, it was justifiable. 

Some have thought that a heartless course 
was pursued in carrying out the body of the 
husband for burial before the wife came in, 
or effort had been made to find her. But 
what better course could have been pur- 
sued? Would it have been better to have 
found her, led her in, shown her the lifeless 
body of her husband, smitten her dead, and 
carried out her body at the same time with 
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his? Would it have been better to have 
allowed her to follow the body to the place 
of burial, and return to be smitten down 
and carried out in the same way that her 
husband had been? Or was it the most 
humane course to spare her the knowledge 
of her husband’s death until she came in of 
her own accord. She had shared her hus- 
band’s guilt, and there was need, for the 
good of the Christian cause, that she should 
share his fate; but there was no need that 
she should be hurried in to die, or to wit- 
ness her husband’s burial. 

Norss. IV. 32. The multitude of them. 
According to the fourth verse of this chap- 
ter, the number was now ‘‘ about five thou- 
sand.” — Of one heart and of one soul. 
Their fellowship was the strongest possible. 
— That aught of the things which he pos- 
sessed was his own. Not that they had 
nothing that they called their own, but that 
they were free to share whatever they had, 
with those who were in need. 

34. Laid them down at the apostles’ feet. 
Placed them at the Apostles’ disposal. 

36. Barnabas. More will be heard of 
him as a companion of Paul. 

37. Cyprus. A large and fertile island 
in the eastern part of the Mediterranean 
Sea. We shall follow Paul nearly the whole 
length of it on his first missionary journey. 

V. 1. The first part of the fifth chapter 
is intimately connected with the last part of 
the fourth. In the fourth chapter. vv. 32- 
35, an account is given of the strong fel- 
lowship and love existing in the first Chris- 
tian community, and the readiness with 
which each gave up his possessions for the 
good of others; in vv. 36, 37, the gener- 
osity of Barnabas is specially mentioned ; 
and in v. 1-11, the hypocrisy and _false- 
hood of Ananias and Sapphira in marked 
contrast with what has been-said in the pre- 
ceeding chapter. — Ananias and Sapphira. 
Nothing is known of them except what is 
related in this chapter. 

5. Gave up the ghost. Expired. 

6. The young men. Some contend that 
these were officers in the church, but it is 
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more likely that they were simply persons 
who were called upon, or who volunteered 
on account of their superior fitness to carry 
out the bodies and bury them. — Wound 
him wp. Coffins were not in use among 
the Jews. The dead body was wound up 
and taken away for burial. 

7. Three hours after. Jt was the custom 
at this time among the Jews to bury the 
body the same day that death occurred. 
There was, in this case, no unusual haste. 

13. And of the rest durst no man join 
himself to them. The meaning of this sen- 
tence is not certain, but the most probable 
conjecture is that it means that worldly, am- 
bitious, and dishonest persons; like Ananias 
and Sapphira, were deterred from attach- 
ing themselves to the number of believers. 
There was no further attempt to play the 
hypocrite. 

REFERENCES. On subjects presented in 
this Lesson, see Commentaries; also Nean- 
der’s “ History of the Planting and Training 
of the Christian Church,” Book I., Ch. IT. ; 
on the “‘ community of goods,” see Schaff’s 
‘¢ History of the Apostolic Church,” pp. 
460-463; on the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira, see ‘‘Scriptural Interpreter,” 
vol. iv. pp. 78-77; also Bible Dictionaries. 


LESSON XxX. 
Acts V. 17-42. 


In this lesson, we have an account of the 
second imprisonment of the Apostles; of 
the opening of the prison doors in the 
night by ‘‘an angel of the Lord;” of the 
Apostles preaching again in the temple; 
of their arraignment before the sanhedrim ; 
of their reply, similar to what they had 
made when last arraigned before the same 
body for a like offence; of the great indig- 
nation caused by their reply; of the inter- 
position of Gamaliel to save their lives; of 
their release after they had been beaten, 
and commanded not to preach further in 
the name of Jesus ; and of their pursuing, 
in defiance of the sanhedrim, the same 
course as before, 
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Attention may be called to the following 
points : — 

1. The courage and fidelity of the Apos- 
tles. They had been brought before the 
sanhedrim but a short time before, and 
forbidden with threats to preach the re- 
ligion of Jesus; but they felt that God 
was on their side, and hearkened to him 
rather than to men. They kept on preach- 
ing and working miracles. Again they were 
brought before the sanhedrim. They nar- 
rowly escaped with their lives. They were 
beaten, and again forbidden to preach the 
new religion. But, instead of being intimi- 
dated, they rejoiced that they were called 
to suffer in so glorious a cause, and every 
day proclaimed the message they had re- 
ceived. 

2. The character of Gamaliel. Here 
was a prominent Pharisee, schooled in all 
the technicalities and traditions of the Jew- 
ish religion, who yet could regard the 
Apostles and their work in a highly com- 
mendable way. He wanted them and their 
doctrines to have a fair chance. He saw 
what most men have failed to see, that, 
since human error will come to nought, 
and God’s truth stand, persecution for 
opinion’s sake is idle. 

Norrs. V. 19. The angel of the Lord 
“An angel,” rather. The word translated 
“‘angel” means messenger ; but. there is no 
reason to suppose that in this case it refers 
to other than a messenger from heaven. 

20. Ali the words of this life. The 
eternal life, which the Apostles preached, 
and the Sadducees denied. 

21. The high priest. The head of the 
Jewish priesthood. He must be a lineal 
descendant from Aaron. Among his pe- 
culiar duties were those of offering sacri- 
fice on the day of atonement, arranging 
the shew-bread every Sabbath, and at 
times presiding over the sanhedrim. He 
also had some duties in common with the 
other priests. — The council. The sanhe- 
drim. This was the highest Jewish tribunal, 
and exercised both ecclesiastical and civil 
functions. It consisted of seventy-one 
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members, representing three classes of the 
nation: the priests, the elders, and the 
scribes, or lawyers. Its sessions were 
held daily, except on the Sabbath and festi- 
vals. The presiding officer sat in a high 
seat, and the other members on either side, 
so as to form a semi-circle. — All the sen- 
ate of the children of Israel. All ‘‘ the 
elders;” also called ‘‘the elders of the 
people.” They formed a part of the san- 
hedrim, and were the representatives of 
the people. The word ‘‘senate” does not 
occur elsewhere in the New Testament. 

24. The captain of the temple. He was 
not a military officer, but superintended the 
guard of priests and Levites, who kept 
watch in the temple by night. — The chief 
priests. The priests were divided into 
twenty-four classes for service in the tem- 
ple, and the heads of these classes were 
called ‘‘ chief priests.” This term was also 
applied to the immediate kindred of the 
high priest. 

28. In this name. 
Jesus. 

29. Then Peter and the other apostles 
answered. Peter, undoubtedly, made the 
reply which follows, but expressed the 
sentiments of all. 

30. Hanged on a tree. Literally, ‘on 
wood,’ or ‘on a beam of wood.” It is 
needless to say that the allusion is to the 
death of Jesus on the cross. 

33. They were cut to the heart.  Liter- 
ally, ‘‘were sawn asunder.” Noyes says, 
“were filled with rage.” 

34. Gamaliel. Hackett says, ‘‘ The 
character which Luke ascribes to Gamaliel, 
in this passage, agrees with that which he 
bears in the Talmud. He appears there 
also as a zealous Pharisee, as unrivalled in 
that age for his knowledge of the law, as a 
distinguished teacher, and as possessing an 


In the name of 


enlarged, tolerant spirit, far above the mass_ 


of his countrymen.” 

36. Theudas. It is not certain who this 
Theudas was, nor when the insurrection 
here mentioned took place. 

37. Judas of Galilee. The insurrection 


instigated by Judas is much less obscure 
than that by Theudas. ‘‘In the days of 
the taxing,”— a. Dp. 6,—he denounced 
the payment of tribute to Cesar, and all 
acknowledgment of foreign authority, as 
treason against the principles of the Mo- 
saic constitution, and signifying nothing 
short of downright slavery. He was re- 
garded by many as the Messiah, and drew 
vast numbers to his standard. ‘ But the 
might of Rome proved irresistible; Judas 
himself perished, and his followers were 
‘ dispersed,’ though not entirely destroyed, 
till the final overthrow of the city and 
nation.” 

42. They ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ. ‘‘ They ceased not to teach 
and to publish the glad tidings concerning 
Jesus the Christ,” is the much clearer 
translation of Noyes. By ‘* preaching 
Jesus Christ,” or ‘‘in the name of Jesus 
Christ,” the New Testament means preach- 
ing his religion. 

REFERENCES. On the whole Lesson, see 
Commentaries. For accounts of the Sad- 
ducees, the Sanhedrim, Gamaliel, Theudas, 


and Judas the Galilean, see Bible Dic-. 


tionaries. On Preaching Christ, see ‘‘ Chan- 


-ning’s Works,” vol. III., pp. 7-28. 


LESSON XXI. 
Acrs VI. 


Tue events recorded in the Acts, which 
have occupied our attention thus far, oc- 
curred in the same year as the ascension 
of Christ, and within a few weeks after 
that event took place. We have named 
A.D. 30 as the probable date, although on 
this point authorities are not agreed. 

The events recorded in the sixth and 
seventh chapters evidently took place after 
considerable time had elapsed. This is 
indicated by the phrase ‘‘ in those days,” 
with which the sixth chapter begins, and 
by the changed state of feeling since 
believers first ‘‘had all things common; ” 
but how much, it is impossible to say, 
probably, however, not less than two 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE. 


years, nor more than five. We have 
named A.D. 33 as about the date of the 
events narrated in these two chapters, hav- 
ing assumed that a.p. 30 was about the 
date of the ascension. 

The first part of the present lesson re- 
lates to the appointment of seven deacons 
in the church in Jerusalem, to make an 
equitable distribution of its charities. At 
first, this work was intrusted to the apos- 
tles; converts brought money to a large 
amount, — how large, or what proportion of 
their property, it is not possible to say, — 
and gave it to the twelve to distribute as 
they saw fit. After a while, this method 
was found to be defective, and to one por- 
tion of the church unsatisfactory. The 
church was composed of converts from two 
classes of Jews: those born in Palestine, 
and in the Jewish religion, called in this 
lesson ‘‘ Hebrews; ” and those born outside 
of Palestine, and in some cases proselytes 
from the Gentiles, called in this les- 
son ‘‘Grecians.” These latter murmured 
against the former, because their widows 
were overlooked in the daily distribution 
of alms. More than this, the Apostles 
found that attention to such a duty was 
not consistent with continual preaching; 
that by attempting two kinds of work, 
either of which was enough to engage all 
their time, neither was done to the best 
advantage. They asked, therefore, that 
seven men of good repute, full of wisdom 
and of the Holy Spirit, might be appointed 
to dispense charity, in order that they might 
give themselves without reserve to the 
higher work to which they had been 
called. 

All were pleased with this request. 
They chose seven men, all of whom, if 
we may judge from their names, were 
** Grecians,” set them before the Apostles, 
*‘and when they had prayed laid their 
hands on them.” 

The wisdom of thus relieving the Apostles 
is obvious. They could now give undivided 
attention to their special work; while the 
deacons gave sufficient attention to the dis- 


as 


tribution of alms, to see that it was equit- 
ably done. Christian zeal increased, the 
power of the gospel was felt anew, the 
number of believers was multiplied, and a 
great number of priests, even, adopted the 
religion of Christ. 

Chief among the seven deacons was Ste- 
phen. He could preach, argue effectively, 
and work miracles, as well as bestow charity 
on the needy. He soon incurred the dis- 
pleasure of a portion of some of the syna- 
gogues. And when they could not success- 
fully resist him with argument, they hired 
witnesses to testify that they had heard him 
utter blasphemy against Moses and against 
God. Hatred of the scribes, the elders, 
and the people generally, was excited 
against him; he was arrested, and brought 
before the sanhedrim, and there, again, 
false witnesses were produced to testify 
that he constantly blasphemed the temple 
and the law, saying that Jesus would 
destroy the temple, and change the cus- 
toms which Moses had established. His 
reply, when the high priest asked him, 
‘* Are these things so?” must be deferred 
for another lesson. 

Nores. VI. 1. The Grecians. Not 
Greeks, but Jewish members of the church 
who spoke the Greek language, and also 
including, it is probable, Jewish proselytes 
who had embraced the Christian faith. — 
Hebrews. Jews born in Palestine. — 
Widows. These seem to have been objects 
of peculiar care in the primitive church. 

2. The word of God. Preaching. — Serve 
tables. Noyes translates these words ‘‘ pro- 
vide for tables,” which brings out the mean- 
ing more distinctly. 

3. Seven men. ‘These usually have been 
called deacons ; although their function was 
not precisely that of deacons at the present 
day. Alms-distributers is a good term to 
apply to them. — Of honest report. Good 
reputation. 

5. Stephen. Not much is known of him, 
except what we learn from this and the fol- 
lowing chapter. He seems to have been a 
man of great and varied gifts. — Philip. 
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We shall hear more of him in the eighth 
chapter. Nothing is known with certainty 
of the other five persons whose names are 
given. — Nicolas a proselyte. The term 
proselyte refers to his conversion from a 
Gentile to the Jewish religion, not to his 
subsequent conversion to Christianity. 

6. Laid their hands on them. An emblem 
of consecration. 

7. The word of God increased. Uar- 
mony had been restored, and the gospel 
was more and more successful. — A great 
company of priests were obedient to the faith. 
An instance of the success of the gospel. 
The priests must have been among the 
most bigoted of the Jews, yet many of 
them became believers in Christianity ; 
how many, there is no means of knowing, 
except from the very indefinite phrase, 
‘‘a great company,” here employed. It is 
said that there were twenty-four thousand 
priests stationed in Jerusalem. If so, the 
conversion of hundreds, even, would form 
but a small part of the whole number. 

9. The synagogue. There were between 
four hundred and five hundred of these in 
Jerusalem. — Of the Libertines. The freed- 
men. ‘‘ Jews, or the sons of Jews, who, 
having been slaves at Rome, had acquired 
their freedom, maintained a separate syna- 
gogue of their own ” (Hackett). — Of Asia, 
Not the continent of this name, but the 
extreme western part of Asia Minor. This 
verse is obscure. Probably the meaning is 
that some of each of the five synagogues, 
the one known as that of the freedmen, that 
of the Cyreneans, &c., arose and disputed 
with Stephen. 

11. Suborned. The meaning of suborn 
in law is to procure a person to take such 
a false oath as constitutes perjury. Here 
it means that those who disputed with Ste- 
phen induced others to bring a false accu- 
sation against him. — Blasphemous words 
against Moses. Contempt of Moses or his 
institutions was regarded by the Jews as 
contempt of God, and came within the scope 
of the law against blasphemy laid down in 
Deut. xiii. 6-10. We may suppose that 
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Stephen had taught that Jesus was superior 
to Moses, and the Christian dispensation 
superior to the Jewish, so that what the wit- 
nesses testified was not a pure fabrica- 
tion, but a distortion of what they had 
heard him say. 

12. Zhe council. He is brought before 
the sanhedrim, as Peter and John had 
been. 

13. This holy place. The temple. — 
The law. The jaw of Moses. 

14. Change the customs which Moses de- 
livered. Abrogate the Mosaic law. 

Rererences. Every teacher who has a 
class old enough to use the ‘‘ intermediate ” 
questions should consult each week, not 
merely the ‘‘ Teacher’s Guide,” but a com- 
mentary on the Acts, and a Bible Diction- 
ary. The latter will be found highly ser- 
viceable in throwing light upon such words 
as Grecians, Hebrews, Stephen, Philip, 
priests, proselyte, synagogue, Libertines, 
Asia, and blasphemy, in the present Les- 
son. Noyes’s ‘‘ Translation of the New 
Testament” often throws a flood of light 
on an obscure passage. Schafl’s ‘‘ History 
of the Apostolic Church,” Neander’s ‘‘ His- 
tory of the Planting and Training of Chris- 
tianity,” and Milman’s ‘‘ History of Chris- 
tianity,” Book II., can be read with profit, 
not only by teachers, but older scholars. 
In the ‘‘Sermons by the Monday Club,” 
there is an excellent one, entitled ‘‘ The 
Seven Chosen.” 


ERRATUM. 


In the February number of the ‘* Guide,” 
page 55, second column, sixteenth line, for 
‘on the speakers, but not on the hearers,” 
read ‘‘on the hearers, but not the speak- 
ers.’” 


He that can be true to his best and secret 
nature, that can by faith and patience con- 
quer the strugyling world within, is most 
likely to send forth a blessed power to van- 
quish the world without. — Martineau. 
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THE GENERAL THEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY. 


Prernars but few superintendents and 
teachers are aware that they can have the 
full use of the General Theological Library, 
at No. 12 West Street, Boston, by paying 
two dollars a year. ‘The payment of this 
small sum entitles them ‘‘ to take from the 
library two volumes at a time; those re- 
siding in Boston, or within ten miles there- 
of, may retain them for one month; those 
residing at a greater distance from the city 
may keep them two months, except in case 
of books which have belonged to the library 
less than one year; of these, one volume 
may be taken ata time, and retained half 
of the period mentioned above.” 

The institution is entirely unsectarian, and 
books, pamphlets, periodicals, and news- 
papers of every shade of theological opinion 
are on its shelves and tables. The library 
contains more than eleven thousand vol- 
umes, and the reading-room is supplied with 
a large number of newspapers, magazines, 
and reviews. ‘Those who wish to prepare 
thoroughly their Sunday-school lessons have 
here an opportunity. Are there not many 
teachers in our Sunday-schools who could 
go to this library every week, and spend two 
or three hours with its commentaries, Bible 
dictionaries, and various books of reference 
with great profit to themselves and their 
classes ? 


Tue Suwny Sipe. A Book of Songs for 


the Sunday School and the Home. By 
C. W. Wendte and H. S. Perkins. New 
York: William A. Pond & Co. Price 


35 cents per copy; $30 per hundred. 
For sale by the Unitarian Sunday-School 
Society, 7 ‘Tremont Place, Boston. 


AmoNG the many music books intended 
for ‘‘ the Sunday School and the Home,” 
the “ Sunny Side,” for which we have been 
eagerly looking, must take a prominent 
rank. The committee having the work in 
charge assumed no less a task, as we learn 
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from the preface, than ‘‘to produce a song- 
book undenominational in character, free 
from crude doctrine and mawkish senti- 
mentalism, and presenting the sunny-side 
of religion and life.” Of course they failed 
to reach the mark aimed at, for such an. 
ideal point is beyond human attainment. 

It seems to us, that, in a musical point 
of view, many of the tunes run too high. 
Children are prone enough to strain their 
voices without any drill in that direction. 
Ts it not possible to “preserve a cheerful, 
lively measure ” without forcing the voice 
up to F? We had supposed that the produc- 
tion of fresh pieces was the chief reason 
for a new Sunday-school music book, but 
we do not find a large number in ‘‘ Sunny 
Side.” ‘‘ Work, for the night is coming, 
when mar works no more” does not, it 
seems to us, present ‘‘the sunny side of 
religion and life.” But happily there are 
few such dark spots in this little book’s 
sunshine. Good provision is made in its 
pages for Christmas, Easter, and such 
occasions. Its exterior is so cheerful, its 
pages so clear, and, altogether, it is so 
agreeable, that children will like to sing 
from it. It is a good book to use in addi- 
tion to the Sunday-School Hymn, Tune, 
and Service Book. EN: 


In the elder days of art, 

Builders wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part, — 

For the Gods see every where. 


Let us do our work as well, 
Both the unseen and the seen; 
Make the house where God may dwell 
Beautiful, entire, and clean. 
Longfellow. 
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will be published monthly by the Unitarian Sunday 
School Society, at seventy-five cents per year for single 
subscriptions. Sunday schools will be supplied at the 
rate of sixty cents a year per copy. 

The SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS are sold at the rate 
of one dollar a hundred. 

Address Rev. GEORGE F, PIPER, 7 Tremont Place, 
Boston, 
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THE UNITARIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY, 


7 TREMONT PLACE, BOSTON, 


Has for sale the following Sunday-School Manuals, &c., most of them published by 
the Society, 


104 Scripture Cards. Perpack . . ty Oe aogier OAS 
50 do. with Verses of Hymns, in two series. Each... . . 0.10 
Every Sunday . si fe a OF a & Peridozngie2s 
First Book for Sunday Schools oth kG A ve 
Early Lessons about the Saviour fs 1.25 


” 


Sunday Lessons for mente. Children et See i Vets 


Progressive Lessons . Ra i195) 
Worcester Catechism . a 1.50 
Bible Lessons on Christian Life and Faith . ” 2.00 
Scenes from the Life of Jesus. 3 3.00 
Cartee’s Questions. Two parts. Each. . ie ante As 2.00 
Questions on Select Portions, &c. (Allen’ ‘s). Part First * 2.50 
Question Book on the Life of Jesus (Rinblex) - 1.25 
Allen’s Questions on Acts . . : “A 8 00 
Palestine and the Hebrew People . = 3.00 
Books and Characters of the New Testament. 29 38.00 
Lessons on the Old ‘l’estament a 8.00 
Jesus and his Questioners (Cartee’s) . on 1.50 
Many Teachers, but One Lesson a 6.00 
Questions on the Gospel of John. ‘(Winkley) . oe 1 25 
Allen’s Questions. Second Part . . 3 2.50 
Analytical Questions on Life of Christ (Winkley) . 5 8 06 
Study of Scripture. Old Testament. (Winkley). of 4.00 
Questions on St. Paul’s Epistles. St acme % 3.50 
Doctrines of Scripture . . 35 3.00 
Practical Question Book (Winkley) 5 1.50 
Scenes from Christian History gre 33 5.00 
Scripture Catechism (HK. Peabody’ s). Pamphlet ate See as 2.00 
Lessons on the Christian Life. <tcmonke 5.00 
Evidences of Christianity. By S. G. Bulfinch, DED eae DoD Per copy. 1.00 


The above list is arranged in the order of the ages for which they are adapted, beginning with the 
youngest classes. 


The Society also publishes 


THE DAYSPRING, 


An Illustrated Monthly Paper of 16 pages, designed for Sunday-school Scholars. 
TERMS.— Per Annum, for a single copy, 30 cents. Four copies, to one address, $1.00. Postage, per 
annum, 2} cents per copy. Specimen copies sent to any address on application. 
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Superintendents’ and Librarians’ Record Books, Teachers’ Class Books, &c., constantly on 
hand. Orders for Books for Sunday-school Libraries promptly attended to and at a liberal 
discount for cash. 


The following works, adapted to the use of those pursuing the course of Lessons on the 
Acts of the Apostles, will be kept on hand: — 


Lhivermore’s Commentary on the Acts ......... .. «$1.25 
Page’s AS 3 55 MR ae ooo a ee OO) 
Barnes’s oe on — Se Rei ieee tees Ya “Se OREO 
Hacket’s OO Re a Sone SN 
Smith’s Family Illustrated Dictionary ofthe Bible...) ) ) 275 
Conybeare and Howson’s Life and Epistles of St. Paul . . . . 3.00 


Sunday Schools ordering five copies or more of the Bible Dictionary named above will be supplied 
at the low rate of $2.00 per copy. 


Address 
Rev. GEORGE F. PIPER, Secretary Unitarian Sunday-School Society, 


7 Tremonr Prace, Boston. 
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Issued by the Unitarian Sunday-School Society, 7 Tremont Place, Boston, 


FOURTH 
veaEs | No. VY. 


MARCH, 1876. 


Lessons 18-21. 


LESSON XVIII. 


[MaRrcH 5.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts IV. 1-31. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — But Peter and John an- 
swered and said unto them, Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye. — ACTS iv. 19. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: After Pentecost. 

Piace : Jerusalem. 

Peter and John are arrested and brought 
before the Jewish Sanhedrim. 

Peter makes a bold defence. 

They are forbidden with threats to preach 
in the name of Jesus, and released. 

They return to their own company, and all 
praise God. 


About A.D. 30. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. What was the last lesson about?” 

2. What happened after Peter had cured the 
lame man and they had entered that part of the 
temple called Solomon’s Porch? 

A great many people gathered around them. 

3. Who addressed the people? 

Peter. 

4. What occurred while he was speaking ? 

He and John were urresied and put in prison. 

5. Why were they trea’ed in this way ? 

Because many of the Jews were indignant at 
what they twught about Jesus. 

6. What occurred the next day? 

They were brought before the Jewish council 
called the Sanhed:im (San'-he-drim). 

7. How did Peter and John conduct themselves 

n this occasion ? 

They showed a great deal of courage. 

8. Had Peter always been as bold? 

He had not. 

9. When had he acted in a very timid and 
wicked way? , 

A few weeks before, when Jesus was tried by the 
same council, 

10. Why did he conduct so differently now ? 

Because he had repented of his former wrong 
doing, and had more of the Holy Spirit 

11. What did tie council to Peter and John? 

It forbade them to preach linger in the name of 
Jesus, and threatened to punish them if’ they did. 

12. What cid Peter and John reply ? 

“ Whether it be right in the siyht of God to 
hearken to you rather than to God, judge ye.” 


13. In what ways had God spoken to Peter and 
John? 

14. In what ways does he speak to us? 

15. Ought we all to obey God rather than men? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


16. Why were the Sadducees so indignant at 
the apostles’ preaching? vv. 1, 2. 

17. Do you understand by verse 4 that the 
number of believers was five thousand men in 
all, or in addition to the previous number? 

18. How is the courage of Peter shown in verse 
10? 

19. What does he call Jesus in verse 11? 

20. Will you repeat verse 12? 

21 What is meant here by salvation ? 

22. If Peter referred here only to temporal sal- 
vation, is it wlso true that his words may be ap- 
plied in a higher sense? 

23. In what way do Roman Catholics believe 
that we must be saved ? 

24. In what way do those Christians called 
evangelical believe that we must be saved ? 

25. In what way do Unitarian Christians be- 
lieve that we must be saveii ? 

26. How is Christ the means of salvation ac- 
cording to each of these views ? 

27. What view of salvation seems to you the 
most reasonable ? 

28. It salvation depends on character, how may 
it still be said that Christ is the means of it? 

29. What is said in verse 13? 

30. Were the apostles very ignorant men ? 

31. Were they familiar with the Jewish scrip- 
tures ? 

32. Were they men of good common sense ? 

33. What would be a better translation than 
the phrase “ unlearned and ignorant men”? ? 

Unlearned and common men. 

34. What did Peter and John after they were 
released? vy. 23. 

35. What next occurred? vy 24-30. 

36. What happened atter they had prayed? 
y. 37. 

(ADVANCED.) 


Meaning of ‘‘preached through Jesus the res- 
urrection of the dead.” 

The boldness of Peter; the great change in him 
since the trial of Jesus before the same tribunal; 
the ciuses of this change. 

‘The head of the corner.” 

ae is salvation ? and how is Jesus the means 
of it? 

The character, social rank, and literary attain- 
ments of the apostles. 

The duty of hearkening to God rather than 
men. 

‘The ways in which God speaks. 

The fundamental principle of Protestant Chris- 
tianity set forth by Peter and John. 


78 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. What cure was performed by Peter at the 
gate of the temple which is called Beautiful ? 

2. What effect had this deed on the people? 

3. What doctrines did Peter preach when the 
people had gathered around ? 

4. Who were indignant at his preaclinee 

5. Where did they put Peter and John ¢ 

6. How did Peter conduct himself the next day 
when he was brought before the Sanhedrim? 

7. What did the Sanhedrim forbid Peter and 
Jobn? 

8. Why did they not promise to obey ? 

9. Where did they go after they were released ? 

10. In what did all of them join? 


LESSON XIX. 


[MarcH# 12.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acrs IV. 82-V. 16. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — And the multitude of them 
that believed were of one heart, and of one soul; 
neither said any of them that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but they had all 
things common. — ACTS iv. 82. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: After Pentecost. 

Place: Jerusalem. 

Christian believers have “all things com- 
mon.” 

The generosity of Barnabas. 

The baseness of Ananias and Sapphira, 
and their death at Peter’s reproof. 

Great fear come upon all who hear of this 
event. 

The number of believers is increased. 

Many miracles are wrought by the apos- 
tles. 


About A.D, 30. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. What did the Christians at Jerusalem do 
with their money ? 

They put it all together. 

2. What did they do with their houses and 
lands ? 

Lhey sold them and put what they received with 
the rest of the money. 

3. What was done with this money ? 

The apostles gave it to every one us he had need. 

4. Were the early Christians obliged to sell their 
houses and lands, and put their money into the 
common treasury ? 

They were not. 

5. What was one of the motives that led them 
to do so? 

Their great love one to another. 

6. What did Ananias and Sapphira? 

They sold their land and kept u part of what it 
brought. 

7. Had they a right ta do this? 

They had. 

8. What wicked act did they commit? 

They luid a plan to give the aposiles a part of 
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the money thet 
tend if was all. 

9. What further is related of Ananias? 

That he carvied only a is of the money to the 
apostles, and, after Peter had reproved him for it, 
he fell dead and was carried out and buried. 

10. What is related concerning Sapphira, his 
wile? 

That she came in about three hours after, and 
pretended that they had sold the land for what her 
husband had brought to the apostles. 

11. What else is related of her? 

That after Peter had reproved her, she fell 
dead, and was carried out, and buried beside her 
husband. 

12. Of what were Ananias and Sapphira guilty? 

Of lying and hypocrisy. 

13. What is a hypocrite ? 

One who pretends to be religious when he is not. 

14. Are lying and hypocrisy very great sins? 

15. Were Ananias and Sapphira less guilty be- 
cause they agreed together to do wrong? 


y had received for the land, and pre- 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


16. What is said in Acts ii. 44-46? 

17. What is said in Acts iv. 82-37 ? 

18. Is it probable that any motives except 
Christian love prompted the early Christians at 
Jerusalem to put their money into a common 
treasury ? 

19. Would such a course be justifiable in us ? 

20. What are some of the eyils that would 
arise from such a course in the present age? 

21. Is it probable that it led to some evils in 
the church at Jerusalem? (Rom xv. 26-27; 
1 Cor. xvi. 1-3 ) 

22. Is there a sense in which nothing possessed 
by us is our own? 

23. In what way ought every thing we have to 
be used? 

24. What is said in Rom. xii. 4-9 ? 

25. Is the first part of the fifth chapter of Acts 
intimately connected with the last part of the 
fourth chapter? 

26. Does the punishment inflicted on Ananias 
and Sapphira seem reasonable and just, consider- 
ing all the circumstances ? 

27. What is said in verses 12-16? 

28. What is meant by the rest in verse 13? 


(ADVANCED. ) 


The community of goods among the early 
Christians at Jerusalem; the motives that led to 
it; the effects produced by it; the lessons to be 
learned from it. 

The guilt and punishment of Ananias and 
Sapphira; salutary effects produced by their pun- 
ishment; probable results, had they not been pun- 
ished. 

Did Peter believe in the personality of Satan ? 

The “signs and wonders”? wrought by the 
apostles. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. What did the early Christians in Jerusalem 
do with thei property ? 

2. Who is specially mentioned as having sold 
his land and laid down the money at the feet of 
the apostles ? 
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3. Who are named in contrast with Barnabas? 

4. What befell Ananias and Sapphira? 

5. What effect did their death produce on those 
who heard of it? 

6. Did the number of believers continue to 
increase ? 

7. What did the apostles continue to do? 


LESSON XX. 


[MARc8# 19.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts V. 17-42. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — /f this counsel or this 
work be of men, it will come to nought: but if it be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be 
Jound even to fight against God. — Acts v. 88, 39. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A.D. 30. Place: Jerusalem. 

The apostles are again imprisoned. 

The prison doors are opened in the night 
by ‘‘ the angel of the Lord.” 

They are brought forth and commanded to 
preach in the temple. 

They are brought to the Sanhedrim by the 
captain of the temple, and questioned by the 
high priest. 

The Sanhedrim is enraged at Peter’s reply, 
and resolves to put the apostles to death. 

Their lives are saved by a speech of Gama- 
liel. 4 

They are beaten, commanded not to preach 
in the name of Jesus, and released. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. Were the high priest and the Sadducees 
willing that Peter and John should preach and 
heal people who were sick? 

No, they were very indignant because they did 


se. 

2. What did they to the apostles? 

They put them in prison again. 

3. Who came to them in the night, and opened 
the prison doors and led them out ? 

An angel of the Lord. 

4. What did he command them? 

To go and preach in the temple. 


5. Where did the captain of the temple take 
them ? 


Before the Sanhedrim. 

6. Did Peter speak there in the same bold way 
as before? 

He did. 

7. What did the Sanhedrim take counsel to do? 

To put the apostles to death. 

8. What advice did Gamaliel give the Sanhe- 
drim? 

To let the apostles alone. 

9. What did he say about their work ? 

[Repeat the Golden Text.] 

10. What was then done to the apostles? 


_ They were beaten and commanded not to preach 
in the name of Jesus, and release . 
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11. Did the apostles keep on preaching as be- 
fore ? 

They did. : 

12. What is said of the righteous in the Book 
of Proverbs? (xxviii. 1.) 

That they are bold as a lion. 

13. Why are they so bold ? 

Because they know that God is on their side. 

14. What is said of the wicked in the Book of 
Proverbs? (xxviii. 1.) 

That they flee when no man pursueth. 

15. Did you ever feel bold -because you had 
done right? 

16. Did you ever feel timid because you had 
done wrong? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


17. Which of the Jewish sects was in power at 
this time ? 

18. What element in the apostles’ preaching 
would be especially displeasing to them ?% 

19. What is meant in verse 19 by “the angel 
of the Lord’’? 

20. What is meant in verse 20 by ‘‘all the 
words of this life ’’ ? 

21. What is meant in verse 21 by ‘‘all the sen- 
ate of the children of Israel’? ? 

22. What was the oflice of “captain of the 
temple’? ? 

23. What was ‘‘the council,’’ and of how many 
meiubers did it consist ? 

24. What were the duties of the high priest ? 

25. How did the chief priests ditter trom the 
high priests ? 

26. What did the high priest say to the apos- 
tles? vy. 28. 

27. What did Peter reply? vv. 29-32. 

28. Do you understand trom verse 29 that ‘the 
other apostles’ spoke the same words as Peter, 
or that lie expressed the sentiments of ali ? 

29. Who was Gamaliel? vy. 384. 

30. What is meant by “a doctor of the law’? ? 

31. What did Gamaliel say to the council? 
vv. 34-39. 

32. What do you know of Theudas, and Judas 
of Galilee, beyond what is here said of them by 
Gamaliel ? 

33. What qualities does Gamaliel seem to have 
possessed ? 

34. What is it ‘‘to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ’? ? 

(ADVANCED. ) 


The opening of the prison doors by ‘‘the angel 
of the Lord.” 


‘The question of the high priest, and the reply 
of the apostles. 

The address of Gamaliel. 

The insurrections of Theudas, and Judas of 
Galilee. 

The traits of Gamaliel’s character. 

The courage and fidelity ot the apostles. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. What was done to the apostles because they 
healed the sick and preached in the name of 
Jesus ? 

2. Where was this dont ? 

3. When was it done? 

4. What did ‘the angel of the Lord ”’ do? 

5. Where did he tell them to preach ? 
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6. Where were they brought by the captain of 
the temple? 

7. What did the Sanhedrim resolve to do to the 
apostles ? 
¥ 8. ee persuaded the Sanhedrim to spare their 
ives? 

9. What was done before releasing them ? 


LESSON XXI. 


[MARCH 26.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts VI. 


GOLDEN TEXT.— Then the twelve called the 
mullilude of the disciples wnto them, and said. It 
ts nut reason that we should leave the word of God, 
and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye 
out amony you seven men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint 
over this business. But we will give ourselves con- 
tinwally to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 
— Acts yi. 2-4. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A.D. 33. Place: Jerusalem. 

Seven deacons are chosen to dispense char- 
ity to the poor. 

The number of Christian believers is 
greatly multiplied. 

Stephen, the chief of the deacons, performs 
miracles. 

He is falsely accused of blasphemy against 
the law and the temple. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. What were you told in the nineteenth lesson 
that the early Christians in Jerusalem did with 
their money ¢ 

2. What did they do with their houses and 
lands ? 

3. What complaint arose in the course of a few 
years from one party of Christian belieyers ? 

That their widows did not receive so much aid as 


they needed. 

4. What did the apostles say about this matter? 

“ Tt is not reason that we should leave the word 
of God, and serve tables.” 

5. What did they mean by this? 

That they vught to give their whole attention to 
preaching, und not spend time in looking after the 

vor. 

: 6. What request did they make ? 

That seven men should be appointed to distribute 
to the pour what they needed. 

7. Did all agree to this? 

They did. 

8. What was the name of the chief man chosen 
for this work ? 

Stephen. 

9. What is said of Stephen ? 

That he was full of faith and power, and did 
great wonders and miracles among the people. 

10. Whit curse did some ot the Jews take 
when they could not resist the wisdom with 
which he spoke? 
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They procured false witnesses against him. 

11. Where was he brought? 

Before the Jewish council. 

12. What did the false witnesses say of Stephen ? 

“This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words 
against this holy place, and the law.” 

13. What was the appearance of his face while 
this was going on? 

Like that of an angel. 

14. Can the character of one’s thoughts often 
be seen in his face ? 

15. If we habitually cherish good thoughts, will 
it give a good expression to our face ? 

16. If we habitually cherish bad thoughts, will 
it give a bad expression to our face? 

17. Do you think of any thing that will do 
more to give real and permanent beauty to the 
face than the constaut cherishing of good 
thoughts ? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


18. Who are meant by ‘“‘the Grecians”’ in 
verse 1? 

19. Who are meant by ‘‘the Hebrews,” in the 
same verse ? 

20. What is meant in verse 8 by ‘‘men of hon- 
est report’? ? 

21. Was it a wise course to have the apostles 
give themselves to preaching and prayer, and 
others attend to the needs of the poor? 

22. Ought a person, as a rule, to devote him- 
self almost exclusively to that which he can do 
best ? 

23. Ought others to relieve him so far as they 
can, consistently, of pursuits, and branches of 
pursuits, to which he is not adapted ? 

24. What did the laying on of hands, men- 
tioned in verse 6, signify ? 

25. What is said in verse 7? 

26. What is related of Stephen? vv. 8-15. 

27. What is a synagogue? 

28 Who were the Libertines, Cyrenians, &c., 
mentioned in verse 9? 

29. What is the meaning of suborned ? 

30. Why was opposition made to Stephen ? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The “Grecians’’? and the ‘‘ Hebrews;’’ the 
ground of complaint of the former. 

The position taken by the apostles. 

Ought ministers in this age to devote them- 
selves chiefly to the study and the pulpit, and 
leave it to others ‘Sto serve tables’?? ihe ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of such a course. 

The constant increase of the early church. 

The class of persons who opposed Stephen. 

The false charges against him. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. Who were chosen in the early church to dis- 
pense charity to the poor? 

2. Why was this done ? 

3. Who was the chief man among the seven 
deacons ? 

4. What kind of a man was Stephen ? 

5. Who accuse’ him of blasphemy ? 

6. About what year did the events related in 
this lesson take place ? : 

7. Where did they take place ? 


